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in the arts and Karen's sole interest is
ballet, they both go through it all.
According to Karen, "A lot of people
don't realize the physical and mental
pain, the torn muscles and bloody
blisters you go through in ballet. I read
somewhere that ballet is more strenuous
than football."
Why go through it? According to Leslie,
"There is a self satisfaction. You know
when you've done well." She continues,
"There are rare moments that make it all
worthwhile." Although she dances for
enjoyment with no career intentions,
Leslie, a slender strawberry blond,
prepares her artistry for something to fall
back on. She spreads her interests
among the arts too, singing in concert
choir, and in her junior year, performing
in "Godspell" and "The Sound of
Music."
On the other hand, Karen, a tall willowy
blond, devotes herself solely to the world
of ballet. "Sometimes I get discouraged,
but I just keep on working and striving
for my goal." That goal is making it in a
ballet company. "I think if I work my way
up with one company, I can get to other
things." But Karen explains that the
competition is really tough. "There are a
lot of 13 and 14 year olds that can easily
take your place, so if you don't make it by
the time you're 18 . . . forget it." But she
is not easily discouraged. "If I don't
make one company, I'll keep trying."
Both girls have traveled to study more
about dance. Leslie flew to London in the
summer of '78 and Karen went to Zurich
last summer for class under a close
friend of her local teacher, Beatriz
deParis. Leslie, who takes classes from
Peggy Wallis and Haydee Guterrez, feels,
"It's more challenging for me to get a
wide range of instruction. Sure, I go
through a lot for not wanting to be a
professional but it's experience and I
enjoy it." Karen agrees that the
sacrifices are worth it. " I don't feel that
I've lost anything. I enjoy what I do."
Taking it seriously is the prime factor
to the dedication. Leslie explains, "You
don't know what it's all about when
you're little. My interest in ballet started
late." For Karen, her beginning was a
typical story. "As far as I can remember,
I have loved ballet. I begged and begged
until my mother finally took me and I
have loved it ever since."
Both girls are encouraged to keep up
with it. Karen explains, "My Mom has
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